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Dear Async community members,

A few weeks ago, on 27 March 2008, after a long illness Martin Rem 
passed away in his hometown Eindhoven in the Netherlands, at the age of 61.

I like to take a moment to stand still and remember Martin's contributions 
to the async community, which he influenced in many ways. Martin started 
his career as a PhD student of Professor Dijkstra. Upon completion of his PhD, 
Ivan Sutherland invited him to join the Caltech faculty as a postdoc. 
At Caltech he worked with Ivan Sutherland, Chuck Seitz, and Alain Martin 
and was first exposed to the field of VLSI design and asynchronous circuit design.  

A year later in 1978, he was recruited by Eindhoven University of Technology 
to join the Computing Science Department as a professor. At Eindhoven University 



he started an active VLSI research group conducting research in 
parallel computations and asynchronous circuit design. I remember those weekly 
meetings of the so-called VLSI Club as lively discussions on widely varying topics
interspersed by lectures from local and foreign visitors. 

Martin produced  a long list of Master's and PhD students, many of them have 
presented their work here at the ASYNC conferences or in journals.  
The research at the Eindhoven VLSI group was characterized by Martin Rem's 
singular vision:  to apply a computing science approach to the design of 
integrated circuits, viewing a circuit as a hardware realization of a 
parallel computation.  To many this vision has become known as the "Eindhoven School".

During his tenure at Eindhoven University, he kept a visiting position at 
Caltech for many years. On his many Caltech visits, Martin met Charlie Molnar, 
which led to a long and fruitful cooperation between Charlie Molnar and 
the Eindhoven School. Al Davis characterized Martin's and Charlie's influence
succinctly when, after reading Martin's obituary, he replied  
"If there is an after-life then [Martin] and Charlie Molnar better let us know what 
they're thinking about".  
 
In those early days, Martin also became a scientific adviser to Philips Research 
in Eindhoven. This was at a time when Kees Van Berkel started his work on what 
has now flourished into the company Handshake Solutions.

Martin was one of the founders of Dutch academic computer science education and
research, in particular at Eindhoven University of Technology.  He served as 
Eindhoven University's President from 1996 until 2001, and helped found and 
directed the Eindhoven Embedded Systems Institute, which was transformed into 
a national institute: the Embedded Systems Institute (ESI). 
Martin also had a long cooperation with the Systems Engineering Group of 
the Faculty of Mechanical Engineering. This is also part of Martin's vision
that even a large manufacturing system is basically a parallel computation. 
Until two weeks  before his death, Martin was Director of the National Coordination Center 
for Dutch ICT Research and Innovation and General Director of the Professional Doctorate 
in Engineering (PDEng) Degree Program at Eindhoven University of Technology (TU/e).

I will remember Martin as an enthusiastic and open colleague, with
a strong drive and an optimistic outlook, paying attention to both
scientific and social details. I still fondly remember the parties 
he regularly held at his house.  He will not only be missed by his wife and 
two sons, but by the many people that have been influenced by him.

I thank you for attention,

Jo Ebergen (with help from Tom Verhoeff)

Read at the 14th International Conference on Asynchronous Circuits and 
Systems (ASYNC 2008) at Newcastle upon Tyne
8 April 2008.


